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Final year students do a literature survey on their topic and CAL efficacy. Needs of target audiences are evaluated in terms of computing skills, bioscience content and depth. Workshops are provided in web and questionnaire design and statistical analysis. The audience evaluates the finished packages for content and design. Since 1992 199 students have developed packages. Marks of students producing packages in the last 4 years were 64.80.8% (n=133), which was slightly less (P<0.05, t-test) than for students doing laboratory-based projects (66.80.3%, n=999).

“Drugs and the autonomic nervous system” (http://www.teaching-biomed.man.ac.uk/ student_projects/2001/mnqb8lgt/) was devised as a resource at 2 levels. Both groups identified diagrams, quizzes and content close to syllabus as important. UG students (n=45) thought that CAL materials were more useful (84.4% v 45.9%; P<0.05, 2 test) than A-level students (n=85). The final package was felt to have improved their knowledge (median 4 and 3 respectively out of 5) and the design features had median scores of 3-4.5. Web projects are a robust alternative to laboratory projects and provide a resource (http://www.biomed.man.ac.uk/cal/) as a result.
