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A PROPOSAL FOR RUNNING A “DRUG MOLECULE OF THE MONTH” SITE ON THE INTERNET

Ewen MacDonald
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In the last exercise of our “Pharmacology on the Internet” course, the students are asked to nominate a site for incorporation into the next year’s course. One student chose a site describing capsaicin and the chemistry of peppers. As I checked the site, I realized that it was part of a series called “Molecule of the Month” run by the Department of Chemistry at Bristol University, United Kingdom. The URL address is

http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/Chemistry/MOTM/motm.htm. There are also parallel sites run by Oxford University ( http://www.chem.ox.ac.uk/mom/ )

and Imperial College London ( http://www.ch.ic.ac.uk/motm/ ).

These sites are the fruits of student projects – the student(s) create a web page with information on the chemistry and effects of the molecule they have chosen. Many of the compounds selected are drugs, for example in the past year students have prepared web pages on the following compounds; nicotine, atropine, ibuprofen, mifepristone, etorphine and Relenza (zanamivir). Though most contributions still come from British universities, it is noticeable that the site is gaining an international reputation; in the past year students from Poland France and Cuba have submitted the “molecule of the month”.

I would like to propose that IUPHAR should consider “sponsoring” a pharmacological version of this site. Nowadays, most university students have access to computers linked to the internet – it is no longer a privilege of students from the wealthier countries. I have asked our students if they would like to prepare their own web site along the lines of the molecule of the month and their responses have been generally positive. Furthermore, as programmes such as FrontPage® become easier and easier to operate, the technical side of preparing a web page is no longer an insurmountable problem. It could even be argued that teaching 21st century students to prepare a web page is as much a part of their education as language skills or statistics and for most of our students even more useful than the technique needed to cannulate a rat’s blood vessel.

This could also represent one way in which IUPHAR could achieve one of its missions - “promoting programmes of public awareness on pharmacological issues”.
