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WebCT is a commercially available collection of on-line teaching and learning tools sharing a common “homepage”. We evaluated the advantages and disadvantages of the use of WebCT as an adjunct to a physiology / introduction to pharmacology subject taught in first year Pharmacy. Our WebCT course consisted of a homepage with links to course news, a discussion group, an assessment feedback page, a course information page and a number of links to tutorial questions and answers. We introduced the use of WebCT in semester 1, 2002, and surveyed the students and staff involved in the

subject regarding the effect of WebCT on their teaching and learning in this subject.

The homepage received around 3,500 hits (around 20 per student per semester). When surveyed, the students said that the site was used for (in order) obtaining basic course information, course news, reading discussion group postings, obtaining tutorial questions and answers.

Our use of WebCT appeared to be very helpful for students in terms of information dissemination, understanding the subject content, and possibly in achieving desired learning outcomes. A small number of students participated heavily in the discussion group, whilst many students read the discussion group messages but did not contribute their own. Web-based teaching aids should help students achieve their own learning outcomes as well as increase their access to the thoughts and ideas of their peers and teachers. In our future use of this teaching and learning tool, we will attempt to

increase the student “active participation”.
