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ABSTRACT

Education in the medical sciences began in 1989 at the St. Augustine, campus of the University of the West Indies in Trinidad. From the start, it was decided to depart from the strictly didactic form of delivery in effect at the parent campus in Mona, Jamaica and instead adopt problem based learning (PBL). The advantages and disadvantages of using PBL for pharmacology education for medical graduates are presented together with a discussion of certain curriculum changes made to compensate for some of the difficulties encountered. Future additional changes are being considered to further

improve the curriculum. It appears that the use of PBL for pharmacology education is highly suitable for catering specifically to the needs of individuals preparing for a career in the health sciences in the Caribbean region. Experience with the use of PBL for pharmacology education over the past decade in Trinidad strongly suggests that, by analogy, it will have great utility in other developing countries due to flexibility in providing a curriculum with subject matter optimally suitable for specific geographical regions and also because it is cost effective where resources are limited.
