Factors influencing successful integration of computer-based learning materials into pharmacology courses.
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A wealth of computer-based learning software is now available to pharmacology teachers (see British Pharmacological Society Learning Resources Directory; under Educational Resources at www.bps.ac.uk). The importance of context of use of such material was demonstrated during the evaluation of a software package where student satisfaction scores were 59+2, 78+3 and 94+4% (mean+standard error; n>18) in three universities which respectively simply made material available over a distributed network, examined the material by multiple choice question or provided directed teaching through a workbook which integrated the computer-based material with the rest of the teaching and assessment on the course. In another study, only 12% of students on a course (the more able ones) actually used software simply made available over the network but use improved dramatically when the material was demonstrated in lectures or otherwise integrated into the module. Integration of software packages into a module is therefore essential if computer-based learning material is to be used effectively. Work in the 21st century is likely to focus on how this is best done in different cultures and different teaching environments.
